
April 7, 2016 

Dear Parishioners of IHM Parish, 

Since becoming your pastor in 2008, we have faced many challenges together. We 
have rededicated ourselves to restoring the health of our finances, to setting Notre 
Dame Academy on a path for success and to revitalizing our parish life. Thanks to 
your faithfulness and commitment, our success in these efforts reflects your 
steadfast generosity and your love of IHM. 

I pledged to keep you informed of what was going on in the parish even – especially 
when the news was difficult to share. As members of this community you have a 
right to know what is going on at IHM. Hence this letter. 

As you may recall, in late 2013 I informed you of abuse claims against Jerome Kern, 
who was IHM’s co-pastor from 1976 to 1993. After a thorough investigation, church 
officials determined that there are eight credible claims of abuse that occurred 
during Father Jerome Kern’s tenure at IHM.  

Father Kern’s conduct is bound up in the Archdiocese’s bankruptcy filing, but it has 
the potential to affect our parish finances as well.  Eighteen months ago, we received 
notice that the attorney representing many of the abuse victims may pursue legal 
action against parishes as well as the current claims against the Archdiocese.  

We expect to be the object of a lawsuit in the near future.  Accordingly, over the last 
several weeks we have taken some precautionary steps in terms of reviewing our 
insurance coverage and interviewing attorneys who would represent us in such a 
matter.  

In terms of insurance, we are confident that IHM is covered for two of the eight 
claims against Father Kern. It has been determined, however, that we have no 
coverage for the other six claims against him. 

We hope and expect these claims to be resolved as part of a negotiated plan in the 
Archdiocesan bankruptcy case. 



In terms of legal representation, after interviewing several candidates, I have retained 
Mark Kalla to advise us in our current situation and – should the need arise – to represent 
us in the event of legal action and to protect parish assets including our capital campaign 
funds.  Mark came to us highly recommended and has substantial experience in these 
matters.   I’ve also asked a number of parishioners with relevant experience to serve on an 
ad hoc committee to advise me going forward: 
 

 Rob Barniskis, vice chair of the parish finance committee 

 Geralyn Barone, chair of the parish finance committee 

 Mary Campbell, parish trustee 

 Tom Mikulay, member of the parish finance committee 

 Blake Nelson, attorney and IHM parishioner 

 Terry Ruttger, parish administrator 

 Gordon Wilson, parish trustee 
 
We have also engaged a communications consultant who will work with our attorney and 
the committee to make sure we are communicating clearly, accurately and appropriately in 
this delicate situation. With a strong committee of parishioners and skilled outside counsel 
I think we’re in good hands for whatever comes next. 
 
And on that question – “What next?” – the honest answer is we don’t know. While it would 
be tempting to speculate on what might happen, such speculation would be pointless. What 
I can say with confidence, though, is that we will meet whatever challenges lie ahead as a 
community, with our heads up and with our faith to sustain us. As news happens, I will 
keep you informed. And, of course, my door is always open to you with questions, 
suggestions or concerns. 
 
What can you do to help? Please pray for the healing of victims and their families who have 
been harmed by abuse. Please pray for our parish that we remain steadfast in our faith as 
we navigate the turbulent waters to come and that each of us will be able to continue our 
support for our parish and its work. While this letter may cause some justified anger, it is 
my hope that you will stand by IHM more than ever in this critical time. 
 
With your continued support and prayer, IHM will continue to operate as it always has. We 
will celebrate Mass, conduct weddings, funerals and other services. We will continue to 
provide the multitude of programs that support our community including Notre Dame 
Academy. IHM will continue to support your spiritual needs. 
 
Wishing you all God’s blessings, I remain, 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
Reverend David Ostrowski, Pastor 


